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Summary

K’s notion of prosody is especially close to John Rupert Firth’s “speech segment within a context longer than itself”, Paul Garde’s “unités accentuables contrasting within unités accentuelles”, and Anatoly Liberman’s stress as “privileged position” here understood as its maximal functional load. The book deals with  problems of segmentation of the speech chain into units that do not coincide either with the units of primary segmentation (morphemes, words) or with phonemes, and with the organization of such units. In the Germanic languages (the principal material of the present study), the organization/segmentation of the speech chain is based on either correlation of syllable cut (the West Germanic languages and Danish) or isochrony/syllable leveling (Scandinavian languages other than Danish). In addition to (open) syllables (with long/free nuclei), segmentation yields indivisible syllable complexes, containing more than one  (short/checked) nuclei (English city, Danish læsse, etc.). The syntagmatic contrast of syllables and syllable complexes determines the nature of accentual systems based in turn on various combinations of tonic and dynamic components, pitch and stress manifesting themselves within certain segments of the speech chain, different in length (number of syllables) and functional status (word, phrase, sentence), e.g. (a) English primary (tonic) stress or (b) Swedish/Norwegian Acc. II, both suggesting a contrast of entire (polymorphemic or polysyllabic) words within a sentence, rather than morphemes/syllables within a word, cf. Norw. kokk#en (Acc. I) vs. kokke#n (Acc. II). This approach implies the differentiation of the phenomena connected with segmentation and the boundaries it yields, on the one hand, and the phenomena accompanying segmentation into syllables and syllable complexes, on the other. The former is regarded as belonging to (segmental) prosody, while stress, tone, and intonation are considered as suprasegmentals.

