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Yetnipe noknana Ha ceccur OTaeaeHus ObLIn
MIOCBSIIEHBI YYCHHUIO O (POHEME.

* Although proceedings of the Session were
published as a huge volume entitled «Bonpochol
NCTOPUN OTeYeCTBEHHOWU Haykn» [Problems of
the History of Russian Science] (1949; 911 pp.)

and a separate issue of the «BecTHnk Akagemum
Hayk» [Herald of the Academy of Sciences] (no.
2, 1949) was devoted to reviewing the Session,
only one printed line there mentions four papers
on the problem of the phoneme at the meeting
of the Department of literature and language
(January 6 and 8):




A forgotten discussion?

These four papers, however, were followed by a large-
scale discussion continued in March (14-16), after the
Session.

Curiously enough, no mention of these meetings is
given by the chronicle in the «M3BecTns Akagemunmn Hayk.
OTtaneneHne nutepatypbl U a3blka» [Proceedings of the
Academy of Sciences, Department of Literature and
Language], for 1949.

Shorthand records of the two sessions

(more than 300 pages) are preserved in the Archive
of the Russian Academy of Sciences

iIn Moscow and in St. Petersburg




Some memoirs

P.S.Kuznecov:

1948—1949 rr. 61NN TAXKENbIE roAbl NOCNeaHero
HacTynneHns MmappucToB NPOoTMB MHOOEBPONEN3ma, a
TaKkke POHOSIOrMYeCcKUX ANCKYCCUN, HanpaBneHHbIX B
nepByto oyepenb NpoTnB MOCKOBCKOM OOHOJSIOMMYECKOU
LLKOSbI. <...> B xoae dpoHonorn4eckou AnUCKyccum
poaunach HoBas Teopus T.[1.JlomTeBa, a 3aTem
onuparoLLasicst Ha Hee HoBasi TeopUs P.W. ABaHecoBa,
KOTOPLIN Ucnyrancs KpUTUKKN, a 3aTteM CTPEMUIICH
NnoaBECTU TeOpEeTUYECKYIO bagy. <...> Ha o4yepegHom
3aHATUM cneukKypca rno oHONornm s coodLwmn, 4To
NosioXXeHns, oTctanBaembole MHOWO, MMHUCTEPCTBOM
COYTEHbI MOeaNnMCTUYECKMMU, a TaK KaK s Apyrum
NONOXXEHUAM criegoBaTthb HE MOry, TO S UTEeHue
cneukKypca npekpatlato



Some memoirs

Avanesov:

B nekabpe 1948 r. 4 otabixan B caHaTopun B Y3KOM N KO MHE
npuexan cekpeTtapb napTMmMHon opraHusaumm NHctuTyTa
pycckoro si3blka. OH MHe coobLLKM, YTO MO NMOCTAHOBIIEHUIO
NapTUNHOM OpraHn3aunn 9 oJSMKeH caenaTtb AoKnad B
JleHnHrpage Ha ceccun AkagemMunm Hayk, NocCBsILLEHHON
auckyccum no npobriemam POHETUKM N PpoHOOrMn. Xoyellb
He Xo4ellb, a Hago genaTtb. A TaMm XXe, B caHaTopuu, ABe
Hepgenu nucan goknaa. Y sot B Havyane 1949 roga B
JleHuHrpage cocroanach rpaHanodHaga gmuckyccus. [Npunyem K
9TOW ONCKYCCUM rOTOBUIUCH KaK K 6oto. Hanpumep, co mHOM B
JleHnHrpag noexana mos xeHa Jingna MonceeBHa — Ha
Criyyan okasaHugd, Tak ckasaTb, MeaULUUHCKOMN MOMOLLU, ecrn
noHagoobutcsa. Hy, 4To 3TO Takoe BbIfio — 3TO Aaxe TPYOAHO
cenyac cebe npeacraBuTb.



Tam obin goknapg JibBa PadannoBunya 3uHaepa, KOTopbIn
HasblBarics, KaxeTtcq, «[1lpobrnema poHeMbl U yYyeHue
Mappa», n mon gokrnan «K Bornpocy 06 OCHOBHbIX MPUHLMNAX
Teopun poHeMbl». bbinu 1 apyrne goknagbl, HO OCHOBHasA
OVCKYyCCUSA pasropenach BOKpYr aTux AsyXx. MappucTsl
Hanaganu Ha MOCKOBCKY0 dooHOsoruto. Norpom 0Oblin
CTpallHbi BbicTynanu KayHenscoH, ABpopuH, [lecHuukas,
['yxmaH, dunuH, 'pnHbKoBa 1 MHOrMe gpyrue. Jlekcuka
ynotpebnsnacb COBEPLUEHHO HEQOMYCTMMAasi B HAY4YHOM
obuxoae: 3aaBoOpKu BypKyasHOro naeanmcTtu4eckoro
A3bIKO3HAHUA, NepeneBbl Y4EHbIX-3AMUTPAHTOB, KHA34
Tpybeukoro, ngeannam, peakunMoHHOE yYeHE — B 00LLEM,
4YyTb NN HE KOHTppeBonouungd. lNpasga, koraa a4 HegasHoO
nepevunTbiBan cBou goknag (B ceBasm ¢ paborton A. A.
PedopmaTckoro no nucropmm MockoBckon qoOHOSTI0rMYecKkou
LLIKOSbI), TO YBUAEN, YTO S UCMOSIb30Bars Noxoxue
Bblpa)XeHus1, Tam bbifia NpocTo HENpUIn4yHas pyraHb no
OTHoLweHUo K JlbBy Padhannosnyy 3nHaepy, ¢ KOTOPLIM
BOOOLLE-TO Y HAacC OTHOLLUEHWUSI N TorAda, U NOTOM ObINK camMmble
xopouwme. A Bam cKaxy, YTO BOT 3TU CKITOKM OTYACTU
oTpasunuck 1 B neyaTtn. B 1949 rogy B «/3BecTumax
AkagemMunun Hayk» rnosiBUNOCb HECKOSILKO CTaTeU, B KOTOPbIX
Mbl NOABepPrasinCb YHUUTOXAIOLLEN KPUTUKE.




Some memoirs

Reformatsky:

B auBape 1949 r. B JleHuHrpage Obina opraHn3oBaHa
dooHosornyeckas ANCKyccud ¢ sBHbIM HaMepeHNEM
pa3obnaynte MOLL B cBeTE «HOBOIO Y4EHUSA O A3bIKE»
H.A.Mappa. K aTomy BpemMeHn Obinm onybnmkoBaHb!
nonemundyeckue ctatou J1.P.3nHgepa «CyLecTByOT N1 3BYKU
peun» n O.IN.dunuHa «O gByx HanpaBneHUsX B
A3blkoBeaeHUn». B cBA3M C NpeaCcTosLWMM BbICTYNMNEHNEM Ha
ykasaHHoun anckyccumn P./1.ABaHecoBa Oblna HanncaHa
bonblwasa ctatba «K Bonpocy 06 OCHOBHbIX MPUHLMMNAX
Teopum dooHem» (48 MaLLUMHOMUCHLIX CTPaHUL,), rae aBTop
rnaBHbIM obpasom nonemmsuposarn ¢ J1.P.3nHaoepom un
npeacTaBfneHHON B ero ctatbe TOYKOW 3peHund. CtaTbs
P./.ABaHecoBa He Oblna HanevaTtaHa, XOTa HEKOTOpbIE €€
NONOXEHUS BOLLSN B No3gHenwumne nyonmkauum AsaHecoBa.
OpgHako HMKaKne BEXIMBbLIE «peBepaHchbl» no aapecy Mappa
HM ABaHECOBY U HUKOMY OPYromMy B TO BPEMSI HE NMOMOraru.
LLIna gpemarornyeckasa BonHa



Invited speakers:

Lev Zinder
Nikolaj Marr and the Doctrine of Phoneme,

Ruben Avanesov
On the Main Principles of the Theory of Phonemes,

Petr Kuznecov
Problems of Historical Phonology,

Lev Zirkov
Phoneme, Its Variants and the Strong Position of
Phonemes,

Nikolaj Jakovlev,
Timofej Lomtev.

Participants:
Valentin Avrorin, Stepan Barxudarov, Boris Bratus’,
Dmitrij Bubrix, Vera Cincius, Agnija Desnickaja,
Fedot Filin, Nadezda Grinkova, Solomon Kacnel'son,
Vasilij Lytkin, Mixail Mal’'cev, Margarita Matusevic,
Georgij Serdjuc¢enko, Nikolaj Jakovlev, etc.




Why phoneme?

the most advanced sphere of Russian linguistics
(good for illustrating its superiority)

practice of alphabet making for peoples of the
USSR (successful application of a theory to
practice)

ideologically risky, resp. important (on the border
between ideal and material)

recent split of phonological theory into Moscow

and Leningrad schools
(P.NN.ABaHecos, B.H.Cnoopos. O4yepKk rpaMmmaTmku
PYCCKOro nutepartypHoro a3bika. MockBa, 1945)




Sunset (?) of Marrism

* ...but contemporaries are not really aware
of it (unstable situation)

* both Leningrad and Moscow schools were
desperately looking for similarities of their
theories to Marr’s doctrine:

— Leningraders in attention to sound proper

— Moscowites in attention to contents (resp.
thinking)




 Marr:
B A3bike He 3BYK, a dooHeMa,
OTpaboTaHHbIN YerioBe4YeCcTBOM
yneHopasaernbHbIN 3BYK,

conpoBOXaaemMbin paboTon MO3roBoro
annapaTta, paHblUe BIUABLUEro B TEX XKe
Lenigx Ha PyKy,

3BYK, HanpaBnsieMbl MblLLUSIEHUEM, KaK
paHbLLE HaNpPaBnsrocb UM ABUXEHUe
PYKWU, XXECTbl U MUMWUKA NMUHEWHON pPeYn




Leningrad and Moscow schools

* Leningrad:  Moscow:
phoneme is extracted phoneme is derived
from social from its function - role
conscience In morpheme (narrow
(psycholinguistics, linguistic approach)
informant-oriented) fpyo vs. rnpym

no obstacles to sometimes phonemic
difining phoneme in set of a word cannot
concrete words be defined:

cmori




Advantages of Leningrad school

Avrorin:

...BOMPOC O BO3MOXHOCTU onpeaeneHns poHeMHOro coctasa He3HakoOMOro
crnosa. [1ng pelueHnsa aToro Bornpoca Hago YCTaHOBUTbL, K 3HAKOMOMY
9KCNepUMEHTaTopy A3blKy OTHOCUTCS 3TO CIOBO UMK K HE3HAKoMOMY? Ecnun
9TO CITIOBO HE3HAKOMOIO $3blKa, TO, HE3aBUCUMO OT €ro 3Ha4YeHus,
onpenennTb ero CocTaB Hemnb3s, a eCrin 3TO CITIOBO XOPOLLO N3BECTHOrO,
Tem bonee poaHoOro A3blka, cCMcTeMa KOTOPOro Ans 9KCNepUMEHTUPYIOLLLETO
BMOJIHE SICHA, HO CINOBO BCTPeYaeTCcs eMy BrnepBblie, BO3SMOXXHO NU
onpegennTb POHEMHbLIWM COCTaB TAKOro HE3HaAKOMOro crioBa? 34eCb Mbl,
No-BMOMMOMY, pa3ongemMcs, Tak Kak NnoHMMaHne (poHeM y Hac ocTaeTcs
CcoBepLUeHHO pa3nunyHbiM. MockoBckuin ooHOMNOr ckasan Obl, NO-BNOANMOMY:
«JanTe CEMaHTUKY U 3TUMOJSIOrMIO 3TOro CNnoBa, 9 nogymaro n He
NCKITHOYEHA BO3MOXXHOCTb, YTO Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BPEMS YCTAHOBIHO
HEKOTOPOE KONMMYECTBO N3 POHEM I3TOro CrioBa, a ocTanibHOe NOCTaBSIo
no4 3HaKoM Borpoca Angd 6onblen yd4eHocTu». Takum obpasom, Ans
MOCKOBCKOro ¢poHosiora oOHEMHbIN COCTaB BHOBb YCIIbILLAHHOIO PYCCKOro
CIloBa OCTaeTcs Hepa3peLleHHOW 3agaden, CBOEro poaa Herno3HaBaemMom
Belblo B cebe. A ans Toro, KTo NpM3HaeT MmaTtepuaribHy0 CTOPOHY
dpoHEMBI, HUKAKNX 3arafok ObITb HE MOXET.




Lomtev:
Oba 3Tn HanpaBneHUsa ABASKTCS B KOPHE NaeanucTu4eckumMm n He
COBMECTUMbI C MatepuanmamMmom.

Ecnn o poHemax roBopAT, YTO OHU, Byay4mn YacTsiMu CIioBa,
npeacTaBnalT cobom 3BYKU peydn, KOTopble MMEOT aBTOHOMHOE
ObiTHe, TO TEM CaMbiM YTBEPXKAAOT, YTO 3BYKOBasl CTOPOHa ClnoBa B
CBOEM PYHKLMOHUPOBAHUN HE 3aBMUCUT OT 3HAYEHUS crnoea u
BOOOLLE OT 0OLLECTBEHHbIX YCNOBUW. OTO N €CTb MAeanunam.

Ecrnn o poHemax roBopAT, YTO OHU, Byay4m YacTsiMu CrioBa, He
ABMNSATCA HN peanbHbIMM 3BYKaMM PeYn, HU NX OTPaXKEHNAMU B
0o0OLECTBEHHOM CO3HaHUKU, a NPeacTaBnstoT coOdOo
doyHKUMOHaNbHOE €ANHCTBO, TEM CaMbiM YTBEPXKOAKOT, YTO CIOBO
He ABNAeTCH €JMHCTBOM MaTepuaribHOro n ngeanbHOro, 4To
3Ha4YeHME B CNOBE He ABMSAETCHA OTPaXXeHNeM OO bEKTUBHOM
OENCTBUTESIBHOCTU, YTO pearibHblE€ 3BYKU PeYun HE ABMAIOTCS
O0OBbEKTUBHOW pearnbHOCTbIO 3BYKOBOW CTOPOHbI CII0Ba U s3blKa, YTO
3BYKN PEYN HE UMEIOT OTPaKeEHMSA N 0606LLEeHNS B 0OLLLECTBEHHOM
CcO3HaHuUn. Ho aTo 1 ecTb naeanunam.




Advantages of Leningrad school

Zinder:

...pasHMLAa MeXay HaMW 3aKryaeTca B TOM, YTO A He
xo4y cBogmnTb Mappa K ponu «cBagebHoro reHepanay,
KaK 9TO OCTPOYMHO cKasan no nosoay npod. ABaHecoBa
N ero eanHomblLeHHmMKoB B. A. ABpOpWH, a CTpeEMIOCh
pasbiCKkaTb B cokpoBuLLHULE Mappa Bce, YTO OTHOCUTCH

K y4eHUO <0 boHEME> U caenaTb 3TO BCEOOLLUM
OOCTOSAHUEM

= Leningraders seem to have won...



..but...

« Although Moscow school was attacked for idealism,
closeness to structuralist ideas of Prague linguists and
insufficient loyalty to Marr's “New Doctrine of
Language”, this charge was shortly dismissed as a result
of the defeat of Marr’s teaching in 1950.

* The new situation in linguistics became favgrable for the
Moscowite’s unfair reproach to Leningrad (ScCerba)
phonology of physicalism, the lack of properly linguistic
analysis and adherence to Marrism.

= still persist




History of phonological ideas

- Jakovlev:
...pe4b, 3BYK COBEPLLUEHCTBOBAINCb HA OCHOBE pPa3BUTUSA
CnosB. <...> ®oHemMa B COBPEMEHHOM NMOHMMaHUM Morna
Pa3BUTLCS N B bosiee no3gHee BPEMS, a UMEHHO,
Korga rpaHuubl 3HaYMMOCTU CroBa, TO, YTO S Ha3bIBalo
cemamu, nepecTanu coernagaTtb CO CIIOroBbIMU
rpaHMLUaMn N, Takum obpasom, npocTtas arrnoTUHauus,
NPOCTOE HaKorMfeHne B OAHOM CI10B€E CNoOros, 13
KOTOPbIX KaXXablh UMEN CaMOCTOSITENbHOE 3HAYEHME,
Pa3MN0XXNNOCb U NepeLusio Bo OIEKTUBHbLINA CTPON peyn.
B aTOT MOMEHT poHeEMaA 0boCcobnNseTca OT criora, oT
3HAaYMMOCTU CrioBa, Tak Ha3blBaEMOW CEMbI U BNepBble
nepecrtaeT HeNnocpeaCTBEHHO OTpa)aTb 3HAYEHUS.




History of phonological ideas

Cf.:

 M.V.Gordina (1966):
B3anmMmHaa HeCBA3aHHOCTb CIIOroBbIX U
MOPAOSIOrNMYECKNX rPaHUL, NPUBOAUT K BblOENEHUIO
3BYyKa peun — POHEMbI — Kak 0cob0on aBTOHOMHOM
eAVHULbl, HE3aBUCUMOMN OT Dosiee KpyrnHOW
dooHeTn4eckon egmnHNLLI — criora




Other topics mentioned

Structuralism and Prague school

The role of Baudouin de Courtenay
S&erba’s overriding psycologism

Sound alternations and main allophone...




Provocation failed

Avanesov:

To, YTO Hac cerogHAa o0bEeaANHAET, ABNAETCA 3a0romMm Toro, YTo B
pe3ynbTate ganbHenWwmnx paspaboTok Hawen doHEMbI, Mbl JOJTKHbI
co3faTb CouManunUCTUYECKYO TeOpUo POHEM, OCHOBaHHYHO Ha
NpuyHUMNax matepuanuctnyeckomn dounnocodoun. B pesynbrate
Hallen OUCKYCCUKM pacyuLleHa no4vsa, 0gHaKo pasHornacus,
KOTOpbIE Yy HAac ecTb, TPebYIOT bonbLien pabdboThl, N 1 obpallaroch K
OT1oenenunto ¢ npocbbon gaTte HaMm, cneuuanucTam no 3Tomy
BOMpocCy, A0 crneaytollero bonee u.|V|p0|<oro coBellaHus, Ha
KOTOPOM Mbl NPUOEM K KAKUM-TO ODLLMM pPELLEHUAM, B TEYEHME
Bnvkanwnx MecsiueB BCTPeYaTbCsl B Y3KOM Kpyry Ha O4eroBou
noyse AN npeaBapuTenbHOro 00CyXXOEHUS CTOALLMX Nepes Hamu
BOMPOCOB NyTEM npuesna B JleHnHrpag nnn Mocksy ans Toro,
YTOObI MMETb BO3MOXXHOCTb 0O6CYaUTb BCE TO, YTO HAC UHTEPECYET.
HeobxoamMmMocCTb Taknx OenoBbiX COBELLAHNN MHE KaXeTcs
4ypesBblHanHO Benuka. A CoBePLLUEHHO SICHO YYBCTBYHO MOSHbIN
NMMMYHBIA N OENOBOW KOHTaAKT C TeMU, YTO DonbLUEe BCEro MeHsd
KpuTukyeT B JleHuHrpage (1. 3uHaep n MatyceBu4) 1 ¢ X CTOPOHbI
9TO TOXE YyBCTBYETCH.




Conclusion

Study of the discussion of 1949

* sheds light on the crucial points of further
development of phonology in the Soviet Union
(which helps to improve the unfair situation);

* gives opportunity to trace concrete ideas in the
history of phonological thought;

» contains minor remarks on concrete linguistic
examples from different languages which
demand interpretation
(input into modern phonological theory)
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